The biology of Solenodon cubanus Peters, 1861, is poorly known. Recently, a male and two females were studied in the Havana Zoo and observations on this species were
made in the field as well.
The animals were docile unless startled or handled roughly. Previously unpublished information on their morphology, salivary toxicity, gland secretion, feeding habits, activity, predators, living quarters, social behavior, etc., is given. The However, thanks to strict protection laws in Cuba, the declared endangered species managed to survive and, as will be shown in this paper, even covers a geographically larger area than thought before. frequent drinking, the proboscis is held parallel above the surface of the liquid, which is lapped dog-fashion.
The muscular tail is strong but flexible and is used, along with the hind legs, to form a tripod on which the animal sits to free the hands for manipulation of objects. Allen's (1910) comments notwithstanding, the tail is mobile and can be brought forward alongside the body or used in supporting the body during climbing, for which the long claws are adapted.
Salivary toxicity
It is asserted that the second lower incisors of S.
paradoxus are ducted to maxillary glands whose secretions kill injected mice (Rabb, 1959) , but bites to humans elicit no ill effects (Mohr, 1937; Poduschka, 1975 (Bofill, 1948 Obviously, in the Solenodontidae there is but one baby (Mohr, 1936; Ottenwalder, 1979) . No twin births are known.
The report on even three babies (Verrill, 1907) is dubious.
Feeding
As noted by Poey (1851) This odor is presumably associated with the secretions from a ventral gland field described for both sexes of S. paradoxus (see Starck & Poduschka, 1982) and whose secretions have impressed observers from in state of defense. Note the curved proboscis and the raised vibrissae. Fig. 3 (fig. 4 ).
